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became keenly aware of
the miniature drought in
ner country.

" l  decided I wanted
to buid Victoria a l i t t le
room box to hang in her

nursery and I searched

al around France for

supplies, but in 1993 there
were oniy two mtntature

shops n Paris, no lnternet to order
'"o.n, a^d he.e r Prover-ce ,t  wds
rmpossible to f ind a srngle minrature-
related i temj'  Nathal ie recal ls. So she
maoe ner own.

A dream come true
In  the  mid  90 's  wh i  s t  n  [ondon
on a  bus tness  t r  p  as  a  computer
engrneer ,  Natha  ie  s t ro l  ed  in to  a
bookshop and on  the  magaz ine  rack
p cked up a copy of Dolls House
& Miniature Scene ragaz'ne.

- : :  Through i f s  pages  she d iscovered

c lubs  were  ded ica ieo  l :  i .e  robby .

I t  was  a  d ream cor le  t .ue l
'As  soon as  I  a r rved ton te  I

subscr ibed and ordered a  the
back  cop ies l "  Natha  ie  laughs  She
s now the proud owner of every
i s s u e  e v e r  p u b  i s h e d l  I n  1 9 9 7  s h e
made ptans to attend the Al ly Pal ly
Do l  s  - lo -se  Fa i r  wne.e  she spent
rwo who le  days  i ^  awe "oami^g
f  rom tab le  to  tab le  tak ing  in  a l l  the
br i l l i an t  de ta i l s .  She was the  las t
v rs i to r  to  c la im her  coat  f rom the
cloakroom Saturday afternoon when
the  fa i r  ended.

She went  home laden w i th  how-
lo  boof  s ,  suop l 'es  a^d  r .n  d tu .es ,
and se t  about  fo rming  and scLr lp t  ng
r t e m s  i n  F i m o .  S h e  p a r t i c u l a r y

loved Sue Heaser 's  books  on
min ia tu re  food and s tê r ted  there ,
but soon moved on to te. l .rs rvnere
she cou ld  incorpora te  ea :^er ,
fabr ic ,  and beads.  As  she cegar - r
rece  v i -g  pos  r  ve  'eeo l  I  . .  ' .o^

f a m i y  a n d  f  r i e n d s ,  N a t r a  e  C e c i d e d
to  re tu rn  to  A lexandra  ,a  a :e  bu t
th is  t ime as  an  exh ib  l c r ,  .o .  a
v is i to r ,  h igh  goa ls  Tor  so . -ê . .e  rvho
had lus t  recent ly  d  scc ' , - . .ec  .e r

hear t ' s  des i re !

First show a
huge success
nvov ing  her  s is te r  in  the  a : . : - .  -
l "e  goa l  was  to  j JsL  co .e-  :  :  '  .  . -
her table 'or Tle weet e-o : . .  .
ra l  ng  à  b i t  e r t 'a  to  co .e  ' . -  :
e rpe .ses .The doors  ope- . .  :  - -

lro.ning a1 lOan- ôto o, - - .

oJaners  o f  LneI  s loc .  . ,=  -  .  -

ar-d t l-e r prof,rs 'ar e\ceç t: .  -

output. The two s,sters . \= :  '
-  

hey went on to col laboraie
London, Btrmrngham, Pans C-=:.
and other shows throughout E_-_:-
eventual ly going therr separate .. . : .  :
with Nathal e adopting her persc-.

moniker, Provence M i n i atu res.
As her miniature l ine grew, Na:-.

exper mented with a number of
genres: French food, pastr ies, che:.=
wine, toys, leather bags, hats, do :
trny vrgnettes, and DIY kits. W th e
l imited number of French miniature
fairs avai lable to col lectors, her broa:
'ar-ge of offer 'ngs ensureq one-sroL-
shopping for many at her tables.

" l  love trying several dif ferent
techn ques and materials and my
cus lomers  l le  -o  La le  r -  every  de ta
of my table at the showsl 'With a
ready-ro-assemole oisplay of t iereo

Patisserie counter.
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I  r .  .  . us i  how  popu la r  t he  hobby  was

: i  "  o  , : s  oe  L  a^ce .  No r  o r , 1  ̂ r aga l r - es

,Ë  :  -  à  so  s -ops .  ' a  " s .  r r uo . s ,  dno
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